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OTOLARYNGOLOGY – HEAD & NECK SURGERY ROTATION PLAN  
 
 
NAME OF ROTATION:  Senior Core – University Health Network 
 
FOCUS OF THIS ROTATION 

 Core clinical rotation focusing on head and neck surgical oncology, otology, and neurotology. 
 

CBD stage(s) for this rotation:  

 Core of Discipline – COD  
 
Length of this rotation:  

 3 Blocks 
 
PGY Level(s) for this rotation:  

 PGY4 
 
Locations for rotation:  

 University Health Network (UHN) 
 
Required training experiences included in this rotation 

 COD 1.1 Clinical Training Experiences 

o COD 1.1.1 Outpatient Clinics; new consultations and follow patients 

o COD 1.1.2 Inpatient Service 

o COD 1.1.3 Operating areas 

o COD 1.1.4 Consultative service to the emergency department and other clinical services 

 
Other training experiences that may be included in this rotation 

 Grand rounds 

 Journal Club 

 On-call per schedule 

 Hospital Rounds 

 Monthly Otology Rounds for Residents 

 Multidisciplinary Tumour Board 
 

 

EPAs Mapped to this rotation: 

Total # of 
Entrustments 

Expected by the end 
of COD 

1.  COD 1 Managing post-operative surgical complications or adverse 
events 

2 

2.  COD 2 Managing an inpatient surgical service   2 

3.  COD 3 Participating in (or leading) quality improvement initiatives to 
enhance the system of patient care 

2 

4.  COD 4 Performing surgical drainage of deep neck space infections in 
adult and pediatric patients (JC) 

2 

5.  COD 5 Assessing patients with dysphagia or swallowing disorders (JC) 2 

6.  COD 8 Providing advanced management for patients with epistaxis (SC) 
Part A Patient Assessment 
Part B Procedure 

Part A 2 
Part B 2 

7.  COD 11 Providing surgical management for patients with chronic airway 
obstruction (SC) 

2 
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EPAs Mapped to this rotation: 

Total # of 
Entrustments 

Expected by the end 
of COD 

8.  COD 12 Assessing and providing surgical management for patients with 
dysphonia 
Part A Patient assessment 
Part B Procedure 

Part A 2 
Part B 2 

9.  COD 13 Assessing and providing surgical management for patients with 
mucosal squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck 
Part A Patient assessment 
Part B Surgical management 

Part A 2 
Part B 2 

10.  COD 14 Assessing and providing surgical management for patients with 
disorders of the thyroid glands and/or parathyroid glands 
Part A Patient assessment 
Part B Procedure 

Part A 2 
Part B 2 

11.  COD 15 Performing superficial parotidectomy surgeries (SC) 2 

12.  COD 16 Assessing and managing patients with benign or malignant skin 
lesions of the head and neck (JC/SC) 
Part A Patient assessment 
Part B Resection with clear margins and reconstruction with graft or 
local flap 

Part A 2 
Part B 2 

13.  COD 17 Managing patients following facial trauma 2 

14.  COD 19 Assessing adult and pediatric patients with hearing loss and 
providing an initial management plan, both surgical and non-surgical 
(JC/SC) 
Part A Assessment 
Part B Procedure  
Part C Procedures  

Part A 2 
Part B 2 
Part C 2 

 

15.  COD 20 Assessing patients with balance disorder/vertigo and providing 
initial management plan both surgical and nonsurgical (JC) 

2 

 

 Other assessments during this rotation:  Tool Location / Platform (e.g. POWER, Entrada): 

1.  ITAR POWER 

2.  Operative Log Excel Workbook 

 

 Key Objectives for this Rotation: 
By the end of the rotation the resident should be able to … 

CanMEDS Role(s): 

1.  Promptly and effectively assess patients with airway emergencies 
including airway obstruction and supervise junior colleagues in this 
situation. 

Medical Expert 

2.  Demonstrate expertise in assessing and managing conductive and 
sensorineural hearing loss, and the counselling of patients regarding 
treatment options. 

Medical Expert 

3.  Participate in the post-operative ward and office management of 
patients who have undergone general head and neck surgery. 

Medical Expert 
Leader 

4.  Perform parotidectomy, submandibular gland resections, neck 
dissections, thyroidectomy and parathyroidectomy with increasing 
degree of autonomy. 

Medical Expert 

5.  Correctly diagnose and treat cutaneous malignancies including 
appropriate reconstruction (local and regional flaps). 

Medical Expert 

6.  Demonstrate an understanding of the management principles and/or 
perform surgical repair of mandible fractures including the use of M-M 
fixation and plates, as well as mid-face fracture repair. 

Medical Expert 
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 Key Objectives for this Rotation: 
By the end of the rotation the resident should be able to … 

CanMEDS Role(s): 

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of the implications of the 
diagnosis of malignancy on subsequent therapeutic options, and 
the role of advocating for specific testing to determine the value 
of targeted therapies. 

Health Advocate 

8.  Demonstrate the sensitivity to meet the non-physical as well as 
the physical needs of the patient and organize appropriate 
hospital resources such as chaplaincy, dietician, social service, 
psychology, occupational health and physiotherapy. 

Health Advocate 

9.  Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of adult learning and 
helps others learn by providing guidance, teaching and by giving 

constructive feedback. Actively participate in the teaching of 
medical students and other healthcare professionals (didactic, in 
clinics, and on wards/in OR). 

Scholar 
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