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Question: What is the role of perioperative antibiotics for thyroid surgery? 
 
Recommendation: 
Preoperative antibiotic prophylaxis for routine thyroid surgery is unnecessary 
 
Evidence: 
 

• Overall the rate of infection following thyroid surgery is low 
o Range of 0.1-0.9% 

• Risk factors associated with SSI 
o Duration of operation 
o Obesity 
o Non independent functional status 

• Most common infecting agent 
o Staphylococcus Aureus 

• Mean time to infection ~ 7 days 
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