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Focus
This two-day course will 

focus on current advances 

in the management of head 

and neck tumors. The 

format will include lectures, 

panel discussions, 
and operative techniques. 

Ample time will be allotted 

for audience participation 

through question-and-answer 

sessions.
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Educational Objectives 

After attending the conference, participants will be able to 

• implement recent advances in the diagnosis and treatment of thyroid cancer 

• identify  the benefits and potential pitfalls of recent advances in head and neck cancer
including molecular testing for thyroid nodules, sentinel lymph nodes biopsy in oral 
cancer, robotic surgery in head and neck malignancy 

• apply diagnostic and treatment approaches to head and neck cutaneous malignancy. 

Target Audience 

The course will be of value to otolaryngologists and head and neck surgeons. 

Evaluation 

A course evaluation form will provide participants with the opportunity to comment on the 
value of the program content to their practice decisions, performance improvement 
activities, or possible impact on patient health status. Participants will also have the 
opportunity to comment on any perceived commercial bias in the presentations as well as 
to identify future educational topics. 

CME Certificates and Attendance Verification Certificates 

Letters of accreditation/attendance will be available online following the conference. 
Participants will be emailed information approximately two weeks after completion of the 
course specifying how to obtain their letters online. 

Upon request, a record of attendance (certificate) will be provided on-site to other health 
care professionals for requesting credits in accordance with state nursing boards, 
specialty societies, or other professional associations.



Program Agenda

Saturday, November 17, 2018 
7:30 Registration and Breakfast 

8:20 Welcome and Introductory Remarks 
Jonathan Irish, MD 
Ian Witterick, MD 

Session I - Thyroid and Parathyroid Surgery 
Moderator:       Ralph Gilbert, MD 

8:30 Update: ATA Guidelines and Staging 
Luc Morris, MD 

8:45 Q & A 

8:50 Thyroid Ultrasound: Patient Demonstration with Q & A 
Jeremy Freeman, MD 

9:20 Needle Biopsy: Pearls and Pitfalls 
TBA 

9:35 Q & A 

9:40 Thyroid Cancer: Active Surveillance 
David Goldstein, MD 

9:55 Q & A 

10:00                  Molecular Testing in Thyroid Cancer: A Practical Approach 
Stephen Lai, MD, PhD 

10:15                  Q & A 

10:20                  Refreshment 



10:50                  Ablative Interventions for Thyroid Cancer: When to Do it and How? 
Richard Wong, MD 

11:05                  Q & A 

11:10                  Hyperparathyroidism: Role of the Head and Neck Surgeon 
Ashok Shaha, MD 

11:25                  Q & A 

11:30                  Debate with Q & A: Molecular Testing for Thyroid Nodules: 
Cost Effective or A Waste of Time? 

Moderator:       Luc Morris, MD 
For: John de Almeida, MD/Ralph Gilbert, MD 
Against: Richard Wong, MD/Jatin Shah, MD 

12:00                  Lunch 

1:00 Case-Based Panel Discussion: Thyroid and Parathyroid 
Moderator:       Eric Monteiro, MD 

Panelists: Ashok Shaha, Jeremy Freeman, Amy Hessel, Dale Brown, 
Stephen Lai, Marc Cohen, Patrick Gullane 

Session II - Mucosal Cancer for the Community Head & Neck Surgeon 
Moderator:       Kevin Higgins, MD 

1:45 UICC/AJCC Head & Neck Staging: Changes and Implications 
Jatin Shah, MD 

2:00 Q & A 

2:05 HPV and Head & Neck Cancer 
Tony Eskander, MD 

2:20 Q&A 

2:25 Survivorship in Head & Neck Cancer 
Jolie Ringash, MD 

2:40 Q & A 

2:45 Management of Cystic Neck Mass 
Eric Monteiro, MD 

3:00 Q & A 

3:05

3:20

Assessment and Management of Benign and Pre-Malignant 
Oral Cavity Lesions 
Karen Burgess 
Q & A 



3:25 Laryngeal Lesions: When to Biopsy, When to Watch? 
Jun Lin, MD 

3:40 Q&A 

3:45 Refreshment 

4:15 Salivary Gland Tumors and Intra-operative Management 
of the Facial Nerve 
Ehab Hanna, MD 

4:30 Q & A 

Session III -   Video Pearls: How I do it 
Moderator:      Tony Eskander, MD 
4:35 Recurrent Laryngeal Nerve Dissection  

Amy Hessel, MD 

Management Options for Paralyzed Vocal Cord 
Jun Lin, MD 

Sialoendoscopy 
Stephen Lai, MD 

Parapharyngeal Space Tumour 
Jatin Shah, MD 

5:30 Adjourn 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

7:45 Registration and Breakfast 

Session IV - Skin Cancer 
Moderator:      Jon Irish, MD 

8:30 Basal Cell and Squamous Cell Carcinoma 
Kevin Higgins, MD 

8:45 Q & A 

8:50 Melanoma: Surgical Management of Local and Recurrent Disease 
Jeff Myers, MD 

9:05 Q & A 



9:10 Medical Management of Skin Cancer: When & Who? 
TBA 

9:25 Q & A 

9:30 Local Flaps in Skin Cancer
Doug Chepeha, MD 

9:45 Q & A 

9:50 MOHS and Skin Cancer 
TBA 

10:05                  Q & A 

10:10                  Refreshment 

10:30                  Case-Based Panel Discussion: Skin Cancers  
Moderator:      Danny Enepekides, MD 

Panelists:          Dale Brown, Rob Hekkenberg, Ehab Hanna, Christian Murray, 
Richard Wong, Michael Brandt, Amy Hessel 

Session V - Hot Topics in Head & Neck Surgery 
Moderator:      Jeremy Freeman, MD

11:30                  Debate with Q & A: Sentinel Node Biopsy in Oral Cavity Cancer 
For: Doug Chepeha, Stephen Lai, MD 
Against: Amy Hessel, MD, Jeff Myers, MD

12:00                  Lunch 

12:45                  Stump the Faculty Panel and Audience Discussion 
Moderator:      Kevin Higgins, MD 

Panelists:          Ralph Gilbert, Jeremy Freemen, Ehab Hanna, Jon Irish, Jeff Myers,  
Jatin Shah, Ashok Shaha, Marc Cohen, Ian Witterick 

1:45 What’s New in Head & Neck Imaging 
Eugene Yu, MD 

2:00 Q & A 

2:05 New Frontiers in Robotics Surgery of the Head & Neck 
John de Almeida, MD 

2:20 Q & A 

2:25 Refreshment 



Session VI - Video Pearls: How I do it 
Moderator:       Eric Monteiro, MD 

2:40 Percutaneous Tracheotomy  
Yvonne Chan, MD 

Sentinel Lymph node Biopsy 
Jon Irish, MD 

Avoiding Injury to Spinal Accessory Nerve in Posterior Triangle 
Lymph Node Biopsy 
Eric Monteiro, MD 

Inverted Papilloma Endoscopic Management  
Al Vescan, MD 

Identification of the Marginal Mandibular Nerve 
John de Almeida, MD 

3:40 Adjourn
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Registration Information
On-site registration opens at 7:30 am on Saturday November 17, 2018 in the atrium of the 
Li Ka Shing Auditorium. The opening session of the conference will begin at 8:20 am on 
Saturday November 17, 2018 and the conference will adjourn at 3:40 pm on Sunday 
November 18, 2018. Advanced registration is encouraged as space is limited. Please see 
the online registration form for applicable fees. 

The deadline for early registration is November 1, 2018. 

Registration: 

• To register online and pay by Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please visit:
https://facmed.registration.med.utoronto.ca/portal/events/reg/participantTypeSele
ction.do?method=load&entityId=1242635 

We accept the following forms of payment: 

• Cheque (CDN equivalent), MasterCard, Visa, and American Express 

• Receipts of Payment: are issued by e-mail only 

Refund/Cancellation Policy 
Refunds will not be issued for cancellations received after date October 30, 2018. A 
processing fee of $60 will be retained on all cancellations. Requests for cancellation must 
be made in writing to facmed.registration@utoronto.ca. Registrations are not transferable. 

The University of Toronto reserves the right to cancel events. Registrants will be notified 
at the earliest possible date in the event of a cancellation. Registration fees for events 
cancelled by the university will be refunded; however the university will not be liable for 
any loss, damages or other expenses that such cancellations may cause.



Accommodations
Hotels in the vicinity of the conference: 

Pantages Hotel Toronto Centre Book by October 17, 2018 
200 Victoria Street, Toronto, Ontario Canada 
Located directly across the street from host venue. 
Reservations: 416-362-1777 x 1 
Ask for group number 716575 or the U of T Head & Neck Block. 

Online Booking: 
http://bookings.ihotelier.com/booking.jsp?groupid=2376037&hotelid=102298 

Omni King Edward Hotel 
37 King Street East, Toronto, Ontario Canada 
1-888-444-6664 
Corporate rate and best available at time of booking 

The DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton Hotel Toronto 
108 Chestnut Street, Toronto ON M5G 1R3 
Reference “University of Toronto” for University preferred rated, based on availability 
Reservations: 416-977-5000 or toll free 1-800-668-6600 

Ground Transportation 
Prices are subject to change and vary depending on the location of the conference) 
• Toronto is served by two airports – Lester B. Pearson International Airport (YYZ) &

Toronto Island Airport. 
• Taxicabs are available at an estimated $50-70 CAN to or from Lester B. Pearson

International Airport 
• UP Express Trains from Lester B. Pearson Airport (YYZ) to Union Station






